
Islam, Marriage, and Sexuality on the Swahili
Coast: A Journey into Cultural Encounters
and Religious Expressions
Delving into a Melting Pot of Cultures and Beliefs

The Swahili Coast, a vibrant and historically rich region stretching along the
eastern shores of Africa, has long been a hub of cultural and religious
diversity. Islam, introduced to the region in the 7th century, became a
central force in shaping social and cultural norms, including marriage and
sexuality.
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In this groundbreaking book, scholars from various disciplines explore the
complex and fascinating interplay of Islam, marriage, and sexuality on the
Swahili Coast. Drawing on a wealth of historical sources and ethnographic
research, they shed light on the ways in which Islam interacted with local
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traditions, influencing marriage practices, sexual norms, and gender
relations.

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on a Multifaceted Subject

The book's interdisciplinary approach brings together insights from history,
anthropology, sociology, and religious studies, offering a comprehensive
understanding of the subject. Scholars examine:

The historical evolution of marriage practices on the Swahili Coast

The role of Islam in shaping sexual norms and gender relations

The influence of local traditions on Islamic marriage and sexuality

The experiences of women and men in婚姻and intimate relationships

The continuity and change in marriage and sexuality over time

Cultural Encounters and Religious Expressions

Through detailed case studies and analysis, the book highlights the
dynamic interactions between Islam and local cultures. It explores how
Islamic legal frameworks and religious discourses shaped marriage and
sexuality, while also recognizing the agency of individuals and communities
in negotiating these norms.

The book also examines the rich and diverse expressions of sexuality on
the Swahili Coast, including same-sex relationships, spirit possession, and
the role of music and dance in courtship and marriage rituals.

A Valuable Resource for Scholars and the Interested Public



"Islam, Marriage, and Sexuality on the Swahili Coast" is an essential
resource for scholars in African history, Islamic studies, gender studies, and
the anthropology of religion. Its interdisciplinary approach and nuanced
analysis make it a valuable contribution to our understanding of these
complex and evolving issues.

The book's accessible writing style and thought-provoking insights will also
appeal to a wider audience interested in the cultural and religious dynamics
of the Swahili Coast and beyond.
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