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HMS Fearless was a legendary British warship that served with distinction
in World War II and beyond. Launched in 1939, the ship was initially
designed as an anti-aircraft cruiser but was later converted into an aircraft
carrier. Fearless played a vital role in many key naval battles, including the
Battle of the Atlantic, the Mediterranean Campaign, and the Far East
Campaign.

Design and Construction

HMS Fearless was designed by Sir Stanley Goodall and built by Vickers-
Armstrongs at their shipyard in Newcastle upon Tyne. The ship was 693
feet long and had a displacement of 13,500 tons. It was armed with eight
4.5-inch guns, eight 2-pounder pom-poms, and a variety of anti-aircraft
weapons.

Service History

HMS Fearless entered service in 1940 and was immediately assigned to
the Home Fleet. The ship served in the Atlantic Ocean, escorting convoys
and hunting German submarines. In 1941, Fearless was deployed to the
Mediterranean Sea, where it took part in the Battle of Crete and the Siege
of Malta.

In 1942, Fearless was converted into an aircraft carrier. The ship's flight
deck was extended and strengthened, and it was equipped with a hangar
for storing and maintaining aircraft. Fearless then served in the Far East
Campaign, where it provided air support for the British forces fighting in
Burma and Malaya.
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After the war, HMS Fearless was used as a training ship for the Royal
Navy. The ship was decommissioned in 1968 and was sold for scrap in
1972.

Legacy

HMS Fearless was a remarkable warship that served with distinction in
World War II and beyond. The ship was a symbol of British naval power
and played a vital role in the Allied victory. Fearless is remembered today
as one of the most successful warships in Royal Navy history.

HMS Fearless was a mighty lion of the seas. The ship's courage,
determination, and fighting spirit are an inspiration to all who serve in the
Royal Navy. Fearless will always be remembered as a symbol of British
naval power and a testament to the bravery of the men and women who
served aboard her.
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